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The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has indicated that the climatic changes 

of our planet are mainly due to the effects of human activities through the generation of 

greenhouse gases (GHG). This statement has subsequently been corroborated by other 

national and global scientific bodies. For example, the report "Turn Down the Heat", a 

review of the latest knowledge in climatology prepared for the World Bank by the 

Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK) and Climate Analytics, states that the 

world is on a path that will result in a 4 degree Celsius (4°C) increase in global 

temperatures by the end of this century. Therefore, one of the challenges posed by 

climate change is to be able to move towards comprehensive development models that, 

in practice, allow for a greater interrelationship in balance between territories, their 

resources and communities. 

In This context, Bolivia has very low pollutant emissions, it is one of the countries most 

vulnerable to climate change. This is due to the country's extreme poverty, variable 

ecosystems, deforestation, unstable climate and tropical glaciers, as well as the lack of 

scientific information to address climate change. 

A fundamental axis of Bolivia's policy is the fight against climate change, which is based 

on the Political Constitution of the State of 2009, which establishes that the "duty of the 



 

  
 
 

State and the population is to conserve, protect and make sustainable use of natural 

resources and biodiversity, as well as maintain the balance of the environment" (Article 

342). Another fundamental norm that establishes the country's line of action on climate 

change is the Framework Law of Mother Earth and Integral Development for Living Well 

(Law No. 300). This law on climate change constitutes the "joint Mitigation and Adaptation 

Mechanism for the Integral and Sustainable Management of Forests and Mother Earth", 

"guaranteeing the continuity of the regeneration capacity of the components and life 

systems of Mother Earth" (Law 300, Art. 1). 

In addition, the climate change policy is structured within the framework of the Patriotic 

Agenda 2025 and the Economic and Social Development Plan 2016-2020 (PDES), which 

incorporates the goals and commitments of the NDCs that were submitted on May 16, 

2016 to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

Bolivia's NDCs prioritize the following sectors: water, energy and forests, and agriculture 

and livestock raising specific commitments and targets for each of them. 

The Climate Change Strategy of the Department of Santa Cruz 

Within this framework, the Autonomous Departmental Government of Santa Cruz is 

leading the way in developing climate instruments to face the challenges imposed by the 

future climate. 

The Department of Santa Cruz is one of the Departments most vulnerable to the effects 

of climate change, due to the greater environmental impacts that occur. For example, of 

the 25 municipalities nationwide that are on the list of highest deforestation, 80% are 

municipalities of Santa Cruz (GAD SCZ, 2019). 

 Among the most frequent effects, the increase in temperature is expected to generate 

the intensification of the hydrological cycle - with more precipitation in the rainy season 

and less precipitation in the dry season, with the consequence of long periods of drought 

and floods and an increase in the occurrence of tropical storms.  

In this context, the Climate Change Adaptation Strategy for the Department of Santa Cruz 

aims to guide all departmental stakeholders to minimize potential costs and risks, and to 

take advantage of any opportunities that may arise from changes in the climate. 

The strategy proposes the action guidelines to manage risks and build resilience through 

research, generation of science-based studies, construction of public infrastructure and 

essential services. The strategy also recognizes that risk management on natural assets 



 

  
 
 

such as forests and biodiversity, and on the economies based on them, are vital for the 

well-being of the population and the sustainability and development of the department's 

economy. 

Adaptation to climate change has been described by the IPCC as "initiatives and measures 

to reduce the vulnerability of human and natural systems to the current and expected 

effects of climate change. 

Based on this concept, in this strategy, the term "adaptation" is used to define actions 

aimed at: (i) having a better understanding of the risks and opportunities faced by the 

department of Santa Cruz as a result of current extreme climate events and expected 

future climate changes; (ii) identifying, evaluating and prioritizing options to manage risks 

and opportunities; and (iii) developing and monitoring strategic guidelines to guide 

actions to address the risks and take advantage of the opportunities imposed by climate 

change in the different sectors of departmental development. 

Santa Cruz is advancing in the construction of its climate change strategy as its 

subnational roadmap for the implementation of the NDCs with the support of the 

Resilient Landscapes Project, co-financed by the European Union and the Federal Ministry 

for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ). To this end, the departmental 

government has created spaces for participation with different key stakeholders from civil 

society, the private and financial sector, municipalities and communities to define a set of 

measures for adaptation to climate change that will enable the achievement of resilient 

territories with water security. 

With the development of its strategy, Santa Cruz would become the leading department 

in having the enabling measures to promote public-private partnerships and national 

climate financing. 

Finally, the articulation and communication processes between the different institutions 

are allowing for greater participation and involvement of key sectors. This constitutes a 

basis for the development of the measures and the sustainability of the strategy in its 

implementation stage. 
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